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The number one top-selling vegetable transplant of all
time is the tomato plant.

We sell more tomato plants in the spring than any other
vegetable and it is easy to see why. It is almost impossible for
a tomato fruit to be produced in Florida, Texas, California or
Mexico and be shipped all the way to Kansas and have that
perfect right off the vine quality.

To survive the long truck ride to Kansas the tomato must
be picked pink. The long distance tomato industry also
specifically grows varieties of tomatoes that are called good
shippers, varieties that stay solid and won’t mush upon the
ride to Kansas.

The tomato you grow in your backyard can be harvested at
the perfect time. The tomato most likely will be harvested
and prepared shortly after the picking.

Some years the tomato harvest here in Kansas is much
better than other years. Take a Jetstar, Better Boy or Super
Sioux tomato plant and you should get between 10 to 50
pounds of tomatoes off a vine. Think of your return on your
investment! Let alone how much better the tomato grown in
the backyard is.

The other thing | like is when we grow our own tomatoes,
we control what gets sprayed on the plant as far as bugs and
disease problems. In my garden we might put some bug
killer products on shortly after planting, but never once the
plant starts producing fruit.

So control your own destiny and grow your own tomatoes
and other vegetables. Can, freeze, put up and consume as
much as you can this summer. As | tell my wife all the time,
“More Veggies!” We all need to eat more vegetables.
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